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THE PEOPLE WANTED A KING 

Overlook House Annual Meeting, October 31, 2015

by Beth Eggers, C.S. 

    It is such a pleasure to be with all of you today as we express our 

heartfelt gratitude for Upward Wing, which provides the Christian 

Science community the opportunity to experience the tireless 

expression of Christly love and comfort that the Christian Science 

nurse brings to "the broken-hearted." In Science and Health with 

Key to the Scriptures our perceptive Leader gives us the standard for 

Christian Science practice (whether the one practicing is a C.S. 

nurse, a C.S. practitioner, or a C.S. student). Forgive me for 

excerpting her beautiful paragraph, but when condensed to its 

essential message, it is so very strong and clear: 

    If we would open their prison doors for the sick, we must first 

learn to bind up the broken-hearted [through] ...legitimate 

Christian Science, aflame with divine Love. (363:3) 

To be so fully imbued with this blazing light of Christian Science that 

errors flee and the sick are healed, the Christian Science nurse must 

be washed clean by divine Love. She must be willing to give up 

material notions, potions, and lotions in caring for the sick. In other 

words, every false teaching, no matter how seemingly insignificant, 

must be examined in thought and replaced by the spiritual 
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understanding of what can be done that will turn the patient's 

thought away from the body and enable him to look into Truth and 

Love to discover his true substance. In order to help patients avoid 

bowing down to error, Christian Science nurses must “bow before 

Christ, Truth, to receive more of his reappearing and silently to 

commune with the divine Principle, Love.” (35:12-14) 

    A man, whom I know, severely burned his hands and face. When 

he arrived at a Christian Science nursing facility for care, he asked 

for a bowl of water in which to place his hands because the pain was 

so intense that he couldn't think clearly. Although the nurses 

present advised against it, they let him proceed. That human 

procedure failed. Within minutes of having his hands in the water, 

he found that the pain was not relieved, and every time he tried to 

remove his hands from the water, the pain increased. He asked a 

Christian Science nurse if there was anything different that could be 

done. She asked him if he was requesting to go to a hospital. This 

was a Christian Science nurse listening to divine Love, asking the 

perfect question to rouse his thought! The man's immediate mental 

response was, "Absolutely not!" Though a Christian Science 

practitioner had been called to treat him, he realized that he needed 

to give himself a thorough mental treatment, and he asked if it 

would be all right if he prayed aloud. The answer was, "Of course!" 
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As he forcefully rebuked the aggressive suggestions of pain and 

gross materialism presenting themselves to him and confidently 

affirmed his spiritual identity as never possessing a so-called fleshly 

mind, he was filled with gratitude for having taken class instruction 

just a couple of years earlier and for having been obedient to the 

teaching by giving himself a mental self-treatment every day. That 

daily practice brought floods of remembered truths into his 

consciousness. Feeling the omnipotence and omnipresence of divine 

Love, within moments he removed both hands from the water 

absolutely free of all pain. Over the next few days the various 

Christian Science nurses who cared for him at the facility simply had 

him shower daily and when they changed the bandages, they gave 

him Christian encouragement through tender words that always 

helped him keep thought off the physical picture. My friend returned 

home four days after the incident, rejoicing in the rapid restoration 

occurring as the laws of divine Love recognized, cherished, and 

applied by the nurses, the practitioner, and the patient himself 

through the understanding of Christian Science, accomplished their 

healing effect. The patient had been declaring from the start that the 

accident had never really happened. On the 5th day the truth of this 

statement suddenly became real to him. Leaping up from his chair, 

he shouted gleefully, "It never really happened, did it?!" Debris 
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naturally fell away to reveal hands and face to be as normal as ever, 

and the man returned to work just a week after the incident had 

occurred. 

   Now, what if an erroneous suggestion had presented itself to my 

friend through a relative, a nurse, or directly to his own thought that 

it was necessary to rub the debris from his body? We must ask, Is it 

true that “man should bow down to a flesh-brush?" (174:4) Do we 

not find more freedom and health when we “bow before the creator, 

and, looking through Love's transparency, behold man in God's own 

image and likeness, arranging in the beauty of holiness each 

budding thought,” (Mis 330:15-18) as Mrs. Eddy writes? Whether it 

is mental or physical, manipulation is a belief of mortal mind, and we 

have a perfect textbook to consult when such temptations arise: 

    When you manipulate patients, you trust in electricity and 
magnetism more than in Truth; and for that reason, you employ 

matter rather than Mind. You weaken or destroy your power when 
you resort to any except spiritual means. (181:9) 

Manipulation and material remedies solidify a sense of human self 

and weaken our pure Christ-like understanding of the truth of being. 

Our Christ-derived power to heal and to be healed is consequently 

limited. As our Leader states: 

    The author's medical researches and experiments had prepared 
her thought for the metaphysics of Christian Science. Every 

material dependence had failed her in her search for truth; and she 
can now understand why, and can see the means by which mortals  
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are divinely driven to a spiritual source for health and happiness. 

(152:21) 

    What might appear to the human mind to be helpful is actually a 

denial of God's power to heal quickly and effectively. Let's be 

honest, have we ever nursed ourselves and believed that a little 

aloe lotion would help soothe sunburn? Have we thought that a 

massage might ease tight muscles? What does our Leader say 

about these kinds of thoughts? 

    That mortal mind claims to govern every organ of the mortal 

body, we have overwhelming proof. But this so-called mind is a 
myth, and must by its own consent yield to Truth. It would wield 

the sceptre of a monarch, but it is powerless. The immortal divine 
Mind takes away all its supposed sovereignty, and saves mortal 

mind from itself. (151:31-5) 

Mrs. Eddy writes that physiology dethrones Mind and exalts matter. 

(148:25-29) Therefore, we must continually ask ourselves which 

king we acknowledge: divine Mind--the Life, Truth, Love that is real 

substance,--or mortal mind with it so-called evidence--matter, sin, 

disease, and death? Are we yielding the human sense of self to the 

reign of Truth? If so, divine Mind is enthroned, reflecting in us its 

healing power. Referring to Jesus, Mrs. Eddy writes, "Materiality, 

worldliness, human pride, or self-will, by demoralizing his motives 

and Christlikeness, would have dethroned his power as the Christ. To 

carry out his holy purpose, he must be oblivious of human self.” (Mis 
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162:25-29) Jesus had the least human self-awareness of any man on 

earth. His embodiment of the Christ set an example for all mankind. 

    As Isaiah prophesied of the Christ, “The government shall be upon 

his shoulder.” (Is 9:6) Christ Jesus came to prove that man’s real 

King is divine Love, the reigning animating Principle in the kingdom 

of heaven within us. This King enables us to put aside the material 

beliefs that would claim to rule over us. However, to understand that 

fact, let’s go back some centuries prior to Jesus’ appearance to the 

time when Samuel the prophet began to turn his leadership over to 

his sons. The people came to Samuel and told him that they didn't 

think his sons were capable of being judges over Israel because they 

took bribes and perverted judgment. (The sons' spiritual manners 

did appear to be greatly underdeveloped!) So, the people asked 

Samuel to give them a king instead, and frankly, Samuel wasn't 

happy about it. Therefore, he prayed. This is a good example for us. 

When in doubt about what is governing our thought, PRAY! Turn to 

God first, not last. Seek what Truth knows. Ask to understand Love's 

power. Knock on Life's door. In other words be willing to let divine 

Mind govern. Christ Jesus gave us such a powerful yet humble 

statement about government by reflection, "I can of mine own self 

do nothing. As I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I 

seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father, which hath sent 
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me." (John 5:30) The Father's will is that His creation is good and 

that man is perfect, sinless, harmonious, and healthy. Under Truth's 

guidance and Love's shepherding, we discern what is real and what 

is not and we avoid falling for the deceits of human will,--those 

thoughts that pose as our own and suggest alternatives to genuine 

spiritual inspiration. Quoting Mrs. Eddy, "Truth, and not corporeal 

will, is the divine power which says to disease, 'Peace, be still.'" 

(144:18) Patiently persisting in following divine Love as it points out 

the way of Truth and Life, we avert the pit of doubt, discouragement 

or even despair that material theories would lay upon us, to find that 

we are being governed by divine Principle. From our textbook: 

    All revelation (such is the popular thought!) must come from the 
schools and along the line of scholarly and ecclesiastical descent, 

as kings are crowned from a royal dynasty. In healing the sick and 
sinning, Jesus elaborated the fact that the healing effect followed 

the understanding of the divine Principle and of the Christ-spirit 
which governed the corporeal Jesus.  For this Principle there is no 

dynasty, no ecclesiastical monopoly. Its only crowned head is 
immortal sovereignty. Its only priest is the spiritualized man. The 

Bible declares that all believers are made "kings and priests unto 

God." (141:10-21) 
 

    You know, the people's request for a human king wasn't the first 

time they had misunderstood what kind of ruler they needed. 

Centuries earlier, when wandering in the wilderness of pagan 

beliefs, the Israelites had actually considered death as a possible 

ruler over them:  
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Would to God we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of 

Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to 
the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill 

this whole assembly with hunger. (Ex 16:3) 
 

By yearning for the "easy" days of slavery in Egypt, where they had 

trusted material and pagan practices, the Israelites had become so 

mesmerized that they believed they'd rather have died in matter 

than to strive to overcome the mental and physical despotism of 

materialism. By marching out of Egypt with Moses’ help, the 

Israelites overcame so much--escaping physical slavery and safely 

crossing the Red Sea--to reach the outskirts of the promised land. 

But, blinded by false belief, they didn't recognize the spiritual import 

of that progress. We often don't realize that we are impeding quick 

healings by judging progress only by the physical picture. We should 

mark our progress as divine Mind measures time--"according to the 

good that is unfolded." (584:5-6) 

    I read once that the Israelites could have entered the promised 

land immediately, but they were afraid to go forward; looking 

backward seemed so much easier. Thus, “they wandered in the 

wilderness in a solitary way; hungering and thirsting, their soul 

fainted in them." (Psalm 107:4,5) When resisting through prayer the 

evil belief of sickness or sin, whether it appears as person, place, or 

thing, do we not sometimes long to go back to a time when things 
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seemed simpler? This aggressive suggestion just leaves us hungrier 

for Truth and Love. What makes us forget that divine Love is our 

King, a benign ruler that feeds us the bread of Truth? Don't we thirst 

for spiritual understanding?  What makes us forget to drink of the 

water of Life? Is it not the belief that mortals have a mind of their 

own and will follow what this mind dictates? Is it not human will 

which leaves us thirsting for inspiration? Such thinking drives 

mortals into the wilderness of doubt, fear, and loneliness, when 

right before them is the promised land, the kingdom of good with its 

gates always open.  

    In reality human will has no real foundation or origin, no basis 

upon which to rule because it has no God, no Truth. However, the 

Israelites falsely believed that they would rather not be engaged in 

the mental discipline of the kind of prayer necessary to disbelieve in 

erroneous mental government. They were unwilling to persist in 

prayer until the Christ, Truth, dawned on thought, freeing them to 

recognize the spiritual realm in which man truly lives. O, faithless 

human will, O, atheistic matter, how subtly you deceive! You suggest 

to mortals to look to any solution but the one that will free them 

from the slavery of the physical senses. You would pose many 

alternative activities to deep, consecrated prayer, activities that 

seem good but in reality hold mortals to human views, so that they 
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never do much more than peek beyond the veil of matter. Instead of 

looking backward longingly, let's walk forward confidently, under 

the capable guidance of divine Love. We read in Psalms, “The King of 

glory shall come in." (Come in where? --Into the kingdom of heaven, 

or consciousness of good, within us.)  "Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory." (Ps 24:7,8,10) In other 

words divine Love does make its presence known to a humble 

consciousness seeking the truth of being. 

    Our Master instructs us how not to look back when we are striving 

to go forward: "When these things begin to come to pass, then look 

up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." (Luke 

21:28) Errors hidden in the recesses of the human mind will come to 

the surface of thought to be destroyed. These errors may appear 

frightening to material sense, but if they are surfacing through 

Christian Science treatment, they are ripe for final destruction. They 

will pass away (disappear) when our consciousness is filled with 

"the all-inclusive sovereignty of good." (Christian Science Sentinel, 

George H. Moore, 9/27/13) We must continue resisting error until 

the belief ends or we will end up crowning human will (the outcome 

of mortal mind) (Rud 9:10) instead of the divine Mind. The result will 

always be more wilderness wandering and a retracing of our steps 

spiritward.  
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    Prior to her discovery of Christian Science, Mrs. Eddy had 

experienced the mental and physical despotism of the so-called 

mortal mind. She writes in our textbook, "I once knew a person who 

when quite a child adopted the Graham system to cure dyspepsia." 

This person was Mrs. Eddy herself, and she wasn't fully healed of the 

problem until after her healing of the near-fatal fall on the ice that 

resulted in her discovery of the "Christ Science or divine laws of Life, 

Truth, and Love," as she puts it. (107:1-3) You can read for yourself 

on pages 220-223 of the textbook how Mrs. Eddy had made up her 

mind to die and how the doctor had concurred with her. But, 

Christian Science saved her. She learned that "suffering and disease 

were the self-imposed beliefs of mortals, and not the facts of being; 

that God never decreed disease,--never ordained a law that matter 

should be the means of health." (221:17-20) She added that she 

could eat without suffering but she never enjoyed food as she had 

imagined she would. She referred to that time of imagining 

sumptuous meals as a period of being "still the slave of matter," 

thinking "of the flesh-pots of Egypt, feeling childhood's hunger and 

undisciplined by self-denial and divine Science." (221:23) But, after 

her healing, denying a false sense of material selfhood, resisting any 

suggestion to act through human will, and living in obedience to the 

laws of divine Science soon became her normal and natural way of 
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thinking and doing. Her great love for God naturally broadened her 

compassion for mankind. In grade school she had given her winter 

coats to fellow-students (she herself walking home without a coat), 

and as Leader of the Christian Science movement, she donated 

hundreds of pairs of shoes to children in need in her community.  

But, it was her longing to help mankind spiritually that prompted her 

to write:  

     The lame, the deaf, the dumb, the blind, the sick, the sensual, 

the sinner, I wished to save from the slavery of their own beliefs 

and from the educational systems of the Pharaohs, who to-day, as 
of yore, hold the children of Israel in bondage. (226:25-29)  

 
Let's talk for a minute about the educational systems of the 

Pharaohs, or Egyptian kings. Did you know that their medical system 

was the most advanced in the world and that some of their practices 

are still in advance of our medical systems? How important then, is 

it for us to see how Christian Science, a metaphysical practice 

working above the so-called laws of physics can lead us to become 

our own physicians. As our Leader foresaw, "When the Science of 

being is universally understood, every man will be his own 

physician, and Truth will be the universal panacea." (144:27) She  

adds in First Church of Christ, Scientist and Miscellany: 

The specific quest of Christian Science is to settle all points beyond 
cavil, on the Biblical basis that God is All-in-all; whereas philosophy 

and so-called natural science, dealing with human hypotheses, or 
material cause and effect, are aided only at long intervals with 
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elementary truths, and ultimate in unsolved problems and 

outgrown, proofless positions.  
     Progress is spiritual. Progress is the maturing conception of 

divine Love; it demonstrates the scientific, sinless life of man and 
mortal's painless departure from matter to Spirit, not through 

death, but through the true idea of Life, — and Life not in matter 
but in Mind. (My 181:1-12) 

 
This statement certainly brings us back to our wilderness-wandering 

Israelites who thought they'd rather have died in Egypt than to be 

impelled by divine Mind to progress into the land of Christian 

Science, to discover Life in Truth and Love. Divine Love tenderly and 

firmly just kept moving them forward. Like the Israelites, we must 

keep moving forward in thought, even if there is at times a steep 

ascent to make. The blessing of the climb is that every step we take 

matures our concept of omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient divine 

Love. We feel more of God’s presence in our lives. Love is palpable to 

us as a force for good. We hear Truth’s voice more clearly. We 

become more confident in the way we are being led. We stop 

yielding authority to human will or fear. We find ourselves thinking 

within the focal distance of Mind rather than believing that we’re 

mostly peering in from the outside.  

   Kings ordain laws. With divine Love as our King, we live under 

good laws, laws of peace and harmony, laws that heal. We live under 

laws that are progressive not regressive. So, let us choose our 

lawmaker wisely. Mrs. Eddy writes, "Truth, Life, and Love are the 
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only legitimate and eternal demands on man, and they are spiritual 

lawgivers, enforcing obedience through divine statutes." (184:10) 

Bowing before divine Life, Truth, and Love in her consciousness, Mrs. 

Eddy's longing to advance stands in stark contrast to the Israelites' 

longing to retreat:  

I saw before me the awful conflict, the Red Sea and the wilderness; 

but I pressed on through faith in God, trusting Truth, the strong 
deliverer, to guide me into the land of Christian Science, where 

fetters fall and the rights of man are fully known and 
acknowledged. (226:29) 

 

How little she had to retrace her steps because from the start she 

adored and obeyed Mind as her King, and she made “Christianity, 

with the crown of Love upon her brow, [her] queen of life." (451:6) 

Like our Master before her, she "renounced aggression, oppression, 

and the pride of power," (451:2-5) and she instructed us to do the 

same. She knew that as we prove Truth to be supreme in our lives, 

we become more naturally obedient to the laws of Love and Life. And 

as we obey Life and Love, we have more confidence in Truth, which 

is forever enabling us to refuse to bow down to the errors of physical 

sense.  Demonstration of the divine Principle of Science frees us 

from the tyranny of the educational and medical systems of the 

Pharaohs, whereas when we remain, "ignorant of our God-given 

rights, we submit to unjust decrees, and the bias of education 

enforces this slavery." (381:2-4) 
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    What are some of the specifics of the bias of education that would 

oppress or repress us? A major one is the belief that evil is as real as 

good and more powerful.” (103:18-22) According to our textbook, 

the myth of evil began with the serpent, or error "asserting its 

superiority over truth, giving the lie to divine Science and saying, 

through the material senses, 'I can open your eyes. I can do what 

God has not done for you. Bow down to me...only admit that I am 

real...and I shall know you, and you will be mine.' Thus Spirit and 

flesh war." (530:13-25) Wow! Not only does this erroneous belief 

tell a whopping lie about what controls men's lives, but it has the 

audacity to say that Science is the liar. We can almost feel the 

venom of error's hatred for God in the very words of its lie: "I can do 

what God has not done for you." Make no mistake, when you are 

endeavoring to pray through any situation, even when you are 

having a happy day and enjoying your morning treatment, the hiss 

of the serpent is always close upon the spiritual truths coming from 

God for you to declare and know. According to our Leader, "The 

serpent is perpetually close upon the heel of harmony. From the 

beginning to the end, the serpent pursues with hatred the spiritual 

idea." (564:28-31) Now, just in case I've succeeded in scaring you, 

think about how laughable it is that mortal error even attempts to 

mock God's supremacy!  The serpent, or evil, is just a sensual 
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thought, "an atom of dust thrown into the face of spiritual 

immensity," as our Leader so succinctly puts it. (263:28) By defining 

evil as "a liar and the father of it," our Master remands it to 

nothingness, dust to dust. (John 8:44) Though the serpent seems to 

pursue "the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love" (38:26), we do 

know the outcome. In Revelation, when the dragon was poised to 

capture the idea that the woman brought forth, the angels stepped 

in and took the idea to God where it had always safely resided 

anyway. The dragon was cast out of the kingdom and "the reign of 

harmony in divine Science" was established forever. (590:1) I have 

always been helped by the picture in Mrs. Eddy's book, Christ and 

Christmas, with the woman sitting at the desk at the midnight hour 

with a serpent behind her, poised to strike, but it has no teeth! Not 

only has our Leader given us a powerful reminder that as we pray, 

the serpent is put in its place behind us where it cannot make 

aggressive suggestions, cannot tell us lies, but also she has assured 

us that even if the serpent looks and feels as though it has the 

ability to strike at us, it never has any teeth--no power, no poison, 

no presence.  

    Well, by now you probably think that I've forgotten all about 

those people who wanted Samuel to appoint a king. The prophet 

Samuel came along at the end of the era of the judges, those 
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individuals whom God appointed to lift the people out of a particular 

crisis; you will remember Deborah and Gideon as two of the judges. 

We don't have time to discuss this era, but for a moment let's 

consider how the human mind makes kings of certain members of 

society.  The human mind's desire to trust one's welfare to others is 

strong. Based in ignorance of God, fear, and in the belief of the 

necessity for preserving one’s own life, the human mind is afraid to 

unwind life's mental snarls alone. It looks to others for answers 

instead of reaching deeply inward to discover what is true and to 

uncover what claims to stand in the way of proving that truth. 

Mortals crown kings, are drawn to charismatic personalities, idolize 

entertainers and professional sports players, listen to talk show 

hosts and political pundits, revere doctors and mental health 

professionals, confide their fears to friends or family, even at times 

exalt Christian Science teachers, lecturers, practitioners, and nurses. 

Why? Because we believe that they know more than we do. Mortals 

would rather hear from someone else how to think or what to do 

than to think things through themselves. Mrs. Eddy gave us a 

wonderful "Glossary" in the textbook; it is like a pocket translator, 

whereby we can learn the language of Spirit. The definition of 

"Children of Israel," helps us understand those individuals who 

appear to us to be elevated in some way from where we think we 
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are: "...Some of the ideas of God beheld as men, casting out error 

and healing the sick; Christ's offspring." (583:8) Such individuals 

help us to see that God is reigning. Won't it be wonderful when all of 

the world's government officials, school teachers, social workers, 

counselors and so on, are elevated to this ideal through spiritual 

understanding? If we feel at times that we need to seek the counsel 

of an individual, let us be wise in that selection. Let us seek first the 

one Mind and His kingdom of righteousness. Mrs. Eddy assures us, 

"It is safe to leave with God the government of man. He appoints 

and He anoints His Truth-bearers, and God is their sure defense and 

refuge." (Ret 90:29) Let us not be deceived by those who are simply 

seeking ways to control others' thoughts in order to gain fame, 

prestige, power, influence, money. And, let's not willingly enthrone 

self-mesmerizing material thoughts that would tempt us to try to 

control others. We cannot be fooled by the temptations of mortal 

mind if we understand that it is not really a mind, a fact which 

Science so clearly teaches, so it can't originate an idea. It can't 

think; it is confusion and chaos personified. No wonder it wants 

others to tell it what to do. Spiritual man, the reflection of Mind, is 

the order of divine intelligence made manifest. Reflecting the divine 

Mind, man is insightful and calm. From Pulpit and Press, we have 

this assurance, “Know, then, that you possess sovereign power to 
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think and act rightly… .” (Pul 3:7-8) It is God’s will for us to think 

rightly—through our prayerful inspiration! After all, we are the 

King’s sons and daughters, all glorious within because God is 

expressing in us the infinite idea forever developing itself! 

    God always has and always will reveal to mankind every milestone 

of the unfoldment of the infinite idea in man. We must learn to 

watch for these milestones because they help us realize that Love is 

the cause of all right action. For example, when Moses observed the 

burning bush, the physical senses predicted inevitable destruction, 

but spiritual sense showed him that evil cannot prove its claim, even 

when it purports to show us “evidence.” The bush was untouched by 

the fire! This revelation was of major importance in the development 

of the infinite idea because it showed man's true substance to be 

spiritual, and this truth nullified the illusive effect of the flames on 

the bush. Isn't that exactly what the practitioner who treated my 

friend must have understood when he quoted, "The flame shall not 

kindle upon thee"? The complete verse from Isaiah (43:3) reads, 

"When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 

neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 

the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour." What a powerful example of 

Science in action, aflame with divine Love, preserving intact its 
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beautiful manifestation, man, while destroying the belief in the 

existence of a despotic evil power.  

    Mrs. Eddy tells us, “Divine Love, as unconscious as incapable of 

error, pursues the evil that hideth itself, strips off its disguises, and 

— behold the result:  evil, uncovered, is self-destroyed.” (Mis 

209:32) Through the illustration of the leprous hand Moses learned 

that disease is simply hypnosis; thus, this evil belief was self-

destroyed. By taking the serpent by the tail and seeing it 

transformed into a staff he could lean upon, Moses recognized that it 

was only a phase of mortal belief. Through this understanding the 

belief was self-destoyed. Thus, divine Love showed Moses that if 

people can't early grasp that evil is nothing, when they see physical 

healings result from Christian Science treatment, they will believe 

that God heals the sick, and this proof will lead them to see the 

nothingness of evil. This is why it is so important that we practice 

scientific healing on a daily basis. The less we practice, the more the 

belief in evil seems to rule over us mentally.  

    Mrs. Eddy writes, "The real jurisdiction of the world is in Mind, 

controlling every effect and recognizing all causation as vested in 

divine Mind." (379:6) Divine Mind governs us, makes laws to support 

us, substantiate us, order us, lead us. Moral courage enables us to 

enjoy such government and to hold Life, Truth, and Love steady on 
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the throne of consciousness. Following our Leader's example, we 

can walk the path that Jesus taught. We can be the Christians who 

take up arms against error at home and abroad. We can grapple with 

sin in ourselves and in others, and continue this warfare until we 

have finished our course. Keeping the faith, we will win the crown of 

rejoicing! (29:1) Mrs. Eddy writes, “We can rejoice that every germ 

of goodness will at last struggle into freedom and greatness, and 

every sin will so punish itself that it will bow down to the 

commandments of Christ, — Truth and Love. (No 8:15) 

    You know, God told Samuel to tell the people what would happen 

if they worshipped a material king instead of God. He said:  

"Hearken unto the voice of the people...for they have not rejected 
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.   

…howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the 
manner of the king that shall reign over them." (I Sam 8:7,9)  

 
So, Samuel told them that a human king would make their sons and 

daughters work for him; he'd make his captains to spy on them; he'd 

reap his harvest from their fields, vineyards, and olive yards, and 

he'd take 10 percent of their yield. (I Sam 8:11-20). In other words 

if we make mortal mind, alias human will and false material sense 

our king, then we lose a portion of our inspiration and our mental 

labors produce fewer fruits; we tend to forget the dominion our 

divine Mind, Love, has given us. We forget that under the reign of 
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omnipotent Truth, Life, and Love, error has no reality, death has no 

power, and evil has no life. According to Mrs. Eddy:  

"Mankind must learn that evil is not power. Its so-called despotism 

is but a phase of nothingness.  Christian Science despoils the 
kingdom of evil, and pre-eminently promotes affection and virtue in 

families and therefore in the community." (102:30-2) 
 

Let's take a solemn vow today to let Christly affection and virtue 

reign in us so that we can nurse ourselves and others until, through 

Christian healing, we realize man's God-given nobility and we find 

our homes and communities becoming more spiritualized. In the 

Bible the structure of Christian communities and even of 

governments was modeled after the way nurses cared for families. A 

nurse was seen as a metaphor for God's promise of "on earth peace, 

good will to men." The Bible even includes examples of how God 

nurses the world! His divine nursing abilities define our nursing 

activities:   

1. "God's preparations for the sick are potions of His own 

qualities. His therapeutics are antidotes for the ailments of 

mortal mind and body." (Mis 268:22-24) We can rely fearlessly 

on the medicine of Mind.  

2. Divine Love cradles mankind and nurtures everyone with the 

milk of the Word. We can share that gospel with others. 

3. Truth weans us from the milk to the meat of that Word. This  

empowers us to resist evil’s lie until it is self-destroyed. We can 
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accept being weaned and not look longingly backward at the 

milk meant for babes.  

4. Our Master exemplified genuine nursing. He lived the epitome 

of scientific nursing standards.  He firmly cast out error from 

thought before he healed through Truth. He expressed 

patience, compassion, and tenderness in treating the sick. He 

powerfully rebuked sin without bruising the sinner. His nursing 

practice can be summed up in one divine command. From the 

Book of James: "If ye fulfil the royal law according to the 

scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well." 

(James 2:8) We can follow his example because the Christ, 

God's idea of spiritual royalty, is forever with us, enabling us to 

further Jesus' works joyfully, confident in our Leader's 

profound prophecy:  

"The impersonation of the spiritual idea had a brief history in 
the earthly life of our Master; but "of his kingdom there shall 

be no end," for Christ, God's idea, will eventually rule all 

nations and peoples — imperatively, absolutely, finally — with 
divine Science." (565:13-18) 

 

In reality we live as divine Life, Truth, and Love decree. In reality we 

always enthrone divine Mind as our King because "perfect and 

infinite Mind enthroned is heaven." (266:25-26) 
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